BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA

A PROCLAMATION
SCOLIOSIS AWARENESS MONTH

WHEREAS: Scoliosis Is an allment that can affect @ member of any gender, race, age,
or socioeconomic status. It is an abnormal curvature of the spine that
has no iknown cause and affects over 7 million people natlonwlde, or 2-3
percent of the population’ and

WHEREAS: Public awareness of scoliosls Is an Important, component 1o the effort to
heln children, parents, adults, and health care providers understand,

recognize, and treat the complexities of spinal deformities; and

WMEREAS: An estimated one milljon scollosis paticnts utilize health care resources
annually, withapproximately ane out of every six children belng diagnosed
with this condition eventually requiring actlve medlcal treatment, The
primary age of anset for scoliosis is between 10 and 15 vears ald, with
famales belng five times more likely to progress o a curve magnitude
that requires treatment. Screening programs allow for early detection and
far treatment opportunities that may alleviate the worst effects of the
condltlon; and

WHEREAS: Ceorgians are encauraged to observe Scaliosis Awareness Month by
renewing our commitment to raise awareness of the spinal condition and
to recognize the need for Increased research and funding that may one
day further alleviate the suffering of milllans affected by this condltion:
now

THEREFORE; I, NATHAN DEAL, Governar of the State of Georgia, do hereby proclaim
June 2014 as SCOLIOSIS AWARENESS MONTH in Georgla,

In witness thereof, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of
the Executlve Dapartment to ba affixed this 4th day of March In the year
of our Lord two thousand fourteen.
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